Food sharing in birds occurs largely in the context of parental care and courtship. Previous studies found that juvenile jackdaws demonstrate high levels of active giving outside these contexts in the 3 months following nest dispersal. The function of this behaviour is not understood, although it seemed compatible with hypotheses of mutualism (both participants benefit), reciprocity and harassment avoidance. We propose a new functional explanation for active giving in this species, namely facilitating the formation of social bonds. Captive juvenile jackdaws actively gave 2.5% of temporarily available food items and objects to peers, irrespective of sex and kinship. Active giving accounted for 43.7% of all food transfers. Donors advertised food and objects through a distinctive display and initiated active giving more than recipients. The direction of giving was initially unfocused, but became selective until each donor predominantly gave to one recipient and affiliative relationships were formed. We conclude that food-sharing may be an integral part of jackdaw ontogeny which allows juveniles to explore their social environment and facilitates the formation of affiliative relationships when family bonds dissolve. We also suggest that the ritualised food offer display may signal the 'collaborative intent' of the donor and serve to attract potential partners/mates.
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Introduction
Food sharing has been the subject of much attention because of its apparent altruistic nature and its possible impact on the evolution of complex cognition in human and non-human primates (de Waal, 1989 (de Waal, , 1997 Stanford & Bunn, 1999; Gurven, 2004; Stevens & Hauser, 2004) . Active giving is perhaps the most remarkable type of food-sharing because the initiative lies with the donor who actively transfers food to another individual (de Kort et al., 2003 (de Kort et al., , 2006 . The benefit of recipient-initiated transfers, namely stealing and 'tolerated theft' (Blurton Jones, 1987) is clearly the nutritional value of the food obtained. In the case of donor-initiated transfers (active giving) the benefit is less obvious, but may include delayed benefits through reciprocity (Wilkinson, 1984) , benefit returns in a different 'currency', i.e., interchange (Hemelrijk, 1990b) or cost-benefit trade-offs, such as harassment avoidance (Stevens, 2004) .
Although food sharing is widely used to illustrate the peculiarities of apes, active giving is rare or 'virtually absent' in primates (de Waal, 1996) and almost exclusively restricted to the mother-infant relationship (Feistner & McGrew, 1986; Brown et al., 2004) . In birds, active giving (also called 'allofeeding'), is very common with regard to parent-offspring (Wright & Leonard, 2002) and courtship feeding (Green & Krebs, 1995; Helfenstein et al., 2003; Velando, 2004) , which are well understood in terms of their function and unlikely to involve complex cognitive mechanisms (de Kort et al., 2006) . However, there are several other contexts of avian allofeeding. For example, trading food for extra-pair copulations (e.g., in great grey shrikes Lanius excubior (Tryjanowski & Hromada, 2005) or Montagu's harrier Circus pygargus (Mougeot et al., 2006) ), sharing food with an affiliative partner other than the mate (e.g., in some corvids including Western scrub-jays Aphelocoma californica (de Kort et al., 2003) and rooks Corvus frugilegus (Emery, 2004; Emery et al., 2007) , allofeeding subordinates to display the social prestige of the donors (e.g., in Arabian babblers Turdoides squamiceps (Kalishov et al., 2005) ) or provisioning unrelated young (e.g., king penguins Aptenodtes patagonicus (Lecomte et al., 2006) and several co-operatively breeding species, such as Florida scrub jays Aphelocoma coerulescens (Woolfenden & Fitzpatrick, 1984; Curry, 1988) ). The return benefits for helpers in such cooperative breeders range from 'paying to stay ' (Mulder & Langmore, 1993; Kokko et al., 2002) , to gaining breeding experience (Emlen, 1991) to increasing social status (Zahavi, 1990) or raising the likelihood of attaining
